Table 1.  Ratings Used for Undocumented Attributions

	TAG IN 

ARCHT COL
	DEFINITION
	ATTRIBUTION 

RATING COL
	DEFINITION

	Attrib/cert
	Attributed but virtually certain
	Cert
	Certain — virtually no doubt; can take for granted

	Attrib
	Attributed
	Al cert
	Almost certain — very likely; strongly indicated

	Attrib
	Attributed
	Prob
	Probable — likely; fairly certain; good evidence

	Tent attrib
	Tentatively attributed
	Tent
	Tentative — reasonable possibility; some likelihood

	[blank]
	No attribution
	[blank]
	Too uncertain to guess


Note:  Code “=” in the Architect column indicates that the contractor is a known or suspected designer of houses, but there is too little justification to attribute at this time. Code “#” indicates a similar situation for the owner. Code “@” indicates possible involvement of an architect as given in the comments column. 


The ratings themselves are followed by code numbers to indicate the general considerations that supported (or cast doubt on) the attribution. Table 2 shows the considerations applied and what the code numbers mean. A “+” after a rating code indicates a particularly strong applicability, while a “-” (minus) shows the reverse. Certainly these codes are of interest to only a few, but it is hoped that their inclusion will allow some visibility into the murky waters.

Table 2. Codes for Attribution Rationale (Undocumented Designs)

	Code
	Meaning
	Supports Attribution
	Counters Attribution

	o
	Owner
	
	

	o1
	Owner-attributee a professional architect or draftsman
	X
	

	o2
	Owner is a building contractor who is a suspected or documented res designer (built for self, therefore more likely to be own design)
	X
	

	o3
	Owner-attributee a known or documented res designer (amateur)
	X
	

	o4
	Owner a close relation to attributee, who is an architect or known/documented res designer
	X
	

	o5
	House fits a documented series (commission) for owner by attributee
	X
	

	o6
	Attributee associated with owner in other buildings (doc) in 1904-18 period
	X
	

	o7
	Owner-attributee a design-related professional—interior designer, engineer, artist, etc
	X
	

	o[1]
	Owner (not attributee) also a suspected or documented res designer
	
	X

	o[2]
	Owner used other archts around this period
	
	X

	c
	Contractor
	
	

	c1
	Contractor-attributee an architect or known/documented res designer
	X
	

	c2
	Attributee known to be on staff of contractor around time of construction
	X
	

	c3
	House fits a documented series (commission) for contractor by attributee
	X
	

	c4
	Contractor a close relation to attributee
	X
	

	c5
	House fits in a block of activity with documented designs by contractor
	X
	

	c6
	Attributee associated with contractor in period
	X
	

	c7
	Attributee is a contractor who rarely or never worked with professional archts
	X
	

	c[1]
	Contractor (not attributee) also a suspected or documented res designer
	
	X

	c[2]
	Partnership involving attributee, and partner also a suspected or documented designer
	
	X

	c[3]
	Contractor-attributee also built designs by (other) archts
	
	X

	d
	Design or details
	
	

	d1
	Twin or very similar to house with same attribution rating
	X
	

	d2
	“Signature” details or features present
	X
	

	d3
	Appearance matches known style
	X
	

	d[1]
	Appearance or details point away from attributee
	
	X

	r
	Records on house or area
	
	

	r1
	BP lists no archt, but was signed by known professional archt
	X
	

	r2
	Documentation seems to fit, but not a conclusive match
	X
	

	r3
	Attributee designed other buildings at this address
	X
	

	r[1]
	Conflicting documentation gives different archts
	
	X

	r[2]
	House markedly outside of attributee’s usual price or $/rm range
	
	X

	r[3]
	House is distinctly outside of time period for which there is doc of attributee’s work
	
	X

	r[4]
	House in non missing part of A series BPs, but no archt on BP
	
	X

	n
	Notes or Other Considerations
	
	

	n1
	House in original series BPs, so lack of BP documentation is normal
	
	

	n2
	House in missing portion of A series BPs (2400A-3599A)
	
	

	n3
	Contractor a noted builder for professional archts, leading to suspicion that some archt is involved
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