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OAKLAND TREE UPDATE:  Robert Crook was finally able to obtain a response as to why 
the City chose to plant inappropriate trees on Oakland.  Martin Pastucha, director of public 
works, provided the following: 
 
The designated tree along each street in the city is determined by the Master Street Tree 
Plan that was adopted by the City Council in 1994.  This documents calls out the street tree 
by street segment throughout the city.   The designated street tree on North Oakland is a 
Sycamore. Your concern is with the planting of the sycamore tree along this stretch of 
Oakland that is dominated by Palm Trees. 
 
If the majority of the neighborhood would like to change the designated street tree for this 
section of Oakland Avenue, then we would be happy to help you with that process. This 
would require making an application to the Urban Forest Advisory Committee (UFAC) 
and indicating why you believe a change in specie is appropriate. If approved by UFAC, 
this recommendation would be forwarded to the Design Commission and then to  
City Council for final consideration and approval. This would then change the designated 
tree on Oakland and allow for the planting of Palms. 
 
The City receives its funding for street trees from state forestry grants that do not cover the 
cost of palm trees.  We therefore do not plant palms on streets with city dollars.  Orange 
Grove Blvd. south of the 134 Freeway has a large number of palms that have been lost and 
in need of replacement, but the city is not replanting Palms on this street due to the 
funding constraints.  We have asked the residents to fund the replacement of Palms if they 
want to see this tree replanted, otherwise the spots will be replanted with the approved 
street tree.   
 

The City ’s response will be discussed at an upcoming board meeting and 
further action will be considered.  Feed back, especially from those living on 
Oakland, is very welcomed.    
 
RECYLCING:  There will be a Hazardous and E-Waste Round up on Saturday, 
June 14th, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Rose Bowl Stadium Parking Lot K. 
 
Pasadena Water & Power has asked us all to recycle our fluorescent bulbs as they 
contain trace amounts of mercury.  The bulbs need to be specially recycled .  
Beginning in June 2008, there will be drop boxes for used CFSs and batteries 
throughout the City. The drop boxes closest to OH can be found at the Jackie 
Robinson Center at 1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave. and True Value Hardware at 409 N. 
Fair Oaks Ave.  
 
 And speaking of recycling . . . .   Whatever your philosophical view of scavenging, 
the City would like it to stop as the revenue the City collects from recycling offsets 
costs of collection, waste diversion programs etc.   The Department of Public 
Works reports in its latest newsletter that the taking of recyclables is illegal.   The 
Department of Public Works recommends that residents put out their recycling 
bins before 7 a.m. on collection day rather than the night before as a way of  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
curbing scavenging.  As a side note, this would also reduce the late night noise 
created by the rattling and breaking of bottles and would be a neighborly thing to 
do.  The W & P requests that you do not confront the scavengers directly but call 
the Pasadena Police Dept. at 744-4241. 
 

Orange Heights Neighborhood Association Minutes 
Board meeting 27 April 2008 

 
In attendance: Julie, Alisa, Barbara, Robert, Ben, Mike, Joan, and kitty Booker (as      
observer) 

 
Neighborhood Sign design: Julie revealed the sign to the board in the final version with 
all revisions complete. The board accepted and approved the design for submission to 
the city for review. It is undoubtedly the best of all neighborhood signs in the city, if not 
the universe. Note: once the city has approved the design and colors, we will contact 
vendors to get quotes for manufacture. After they are made, the city will mount them 
for us to posts on the perimeter of the neighborhood boundaries. 

 
Some discussion about fundraising ensued based on the sign design and what we could 
do with it to generate funds for the neighborhood.  Magnets, posters, pins and T shirts 
were suggested. If anyone has ideas or contacts with promotional manufacturing 
companies, please contact any board member. 
 
Trees on Oakland: Robert and Barbara reported the lack of response from the city about 
the complaint lodged by OHNA. We have asked the city to replace dead or missing trees 
on the street with palm trees, just like all the other trees on the street, but were treated to 
something else entirely. The city tree department apparently has no sense of the historic 
nature of the street and has planted palm trees elsewhere in the city recently (Arroyo 
Parkway). 
 
Lighting: Ben submitted a special flyer to notify the neighbors of OHNA ’s new private 
safety and beautification lighting program that will appear in a later newsletter. 
 
National Night Out: Tuesday, August 05 at 6:00- 8:00 pm, OHNA will host the second 
annual neighborhood ice cream social. Get ready! 
 
Yard Sale: The second annual OHNA yard sale will be held at the beginning of October. 
Start collecting your cast offs for the fund raiser! More information will follow. 
 
Next meeting: June 01, 2008 8 pm on the corner of Madison and Jackson in front of the 
Porter’s house. The board will be making a walking tour of the neighborhood to identify 
any likely dark areas on streets to address with the lighting program. Come join us for am 
evening stroll and meeting on the hoof! 
 
    

OHNA NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER 
If you have a news item, announcement, or opinion of concern to Orange Heights residents, please submit it by the second Friday

 of the month to barbara_ciolino@yahoo.com or by mail to 999  N. Oakland Avenue, 91104.  If submitting by email please put “OHNA”
in the re line.  The monthly (sort of) Newsletter is delivered free to all addresses in Orange Heights. Issues are also posted on the

OHNA website at www.orangeheights.org .  If you have questions, suggestions, or concerns about Orange Heights,
please contact your neighborhood representative.  A directory is listed on the OHNA website.


